
DRIVING EFFICIENTLY IS THE  Fuel Economy  Gasoline  Savings  

SAFEST WAY TO DRIVE!!! City  Highway City Highway 

Drive Smart 
Speeding,, rapid acceleration and braking wastes gas 

 
5% 

  
33% 

 
$0.16/gal 

 
$1.06/gal 

Know Your Vehicle /   Drive at your car’s optimum speed.  
General fuel economy decreases with each 5 mph over 60 
mph 

 
7% 

 
23% 

 
$0.23/gal 

 
$0.74/gal 

Keep it light 
Removing extra weight improves mileage, especially in 
small cars   

 
1-2% per 100 lbs 

 
$0.03-$0.06/gal 

Idle as little as possible /   At 0 mpg.,  idling a big car can get expensive   

Use cruise control  /   Constant speeds save fuel   

 Use overdrive /   Saves fuel and engine wear and tear  

Financial Tip of the Week 

For more financial information, contact the $AFE office at (406) 994-7223 or by-mail safe@montana.edu 
 $AFE is a project funded by Montana State University and a grant from the Student Assistance Foundation. 

Sources:  http://www.fueleconomy.gov/ Estimates for fuel savings  are based on information from Energy and Environmental Analysis, Inc., Washington, 
DC.  Estimates for the effect of speed on MPG are based on a study by West, B.H., R.N. McGill, J.W. Hodgson, S.S. Sluder, and D.E. Smith. 
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Cost  

savings 
assumes 

a fuel price  
of 

$3.22 
per  

gallon 

DRIVE EFFICIENTLY 
driver & vehicle tips  

Arrive alive with 

extra pennies in 

your pocket !!! 


