
Financial Tip of the Week 

For more financial information, contact the $AFE office at (406) 994-7223 or e-mail safe@montana.edu.   
$AFE is a project funded by Montana State University and a grant from the Student Assistance Foundation. 

Source: www.moneycentral.msn.com/articles/tax/basics/9240.asp and www.moneycentral.msn.com/
content/Taxes/Preparationtips/P143385.asp?Printer.  Retrieved March 21, 2008. 

Pay Down 
Credit Card(s) 

• Payoff  or pay-down the highest interest credit card first 
• Pay-down other credit cards to decrease debt 

Open/Add to 
an Individual 
Retirement  

• Having an IRA helps ease financial burdens when 
retirement hits 

• Money contributed is tax-free at retirement 

Boost Your 
Emergency 
Fund 

• Provides spare funds for emergencies 
• Helps one to avoid using a credit card when an 

emergency hits 

Service your 
Automobile 

• Servicing autos are often put on the backburner 
• Servicing an auto will help increase its life 

Invest in 
Yourself 

• Purchase equipment necessary to increase earning potential 
• Attend an extra class/conference to increase marketability 

Treat Yourself • Purchase a new outfit or go out for a nice dinner 

 

Spend 
your 

  Refund 
on 

needs  
first  

instead 
of 

wants 

Spending your tax return 


